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i, The Kolyma Labor Camp in Tuskeniye began functioning in 1938. rae 
Soment: ‘This probably refers to Duskynya (61°L08N, 148507). G36 
likely possibility is Ust-Tuskan (62042'N. 150°92'E). 7 when  25X1X 
°5X1X ities Ghere were about ‘1,200 nen in ‘amp No. 1, one ct two Camps 


in Tuskaniye,s The other camp vas called Camp No. 2. Most of the laborers 
in Camp No. 1 were foreigners (Persians. Grecks, Latvians, Fins, and Poles 
who had fled from Poland before the war because they were Comminists but 
who were. sent to the labor cams during the 1938 and 1939 purges.) rom 
2941 to/1946 the number of. exiles in the Tuskaniye camps did not in€rease. 
pecause the production of the gold mine was 90 Lowe é 
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2, The deposit of gold at Tuskaniye is Located aboyt one,or 1d km from one 
bank of the Kolyma in a littie canyon parallel ta. the river. The vein of 
gold is found at a depth not exceeding three meters. fhe mining is done 
with shovels and mattocks in the sumer and with crow-bare’ in the winter. 
Betveen 1941 and 1946, no machinery was used in the nining operations here. 
Tn 1946, however, machinery began to arrivé in the cam). Most of the 
machines-were of Anerican manufacture, but a Tew were of Russian of Germen 
ria kt « 

3. In the Nod Camp at, Tuskoniye, the gold tekxen from the ground was washed 
an the spot. Four gold washing machines, Called "pranivalnit in Russien, | 
were weed. ‘The clean gold emerging fron the washing was placed in ‘small 
vaga. The quantity of each sack was the anount of gold »roduced by one 
shiz working in one of the canps. Two sacks were phoduced each 24 hours 
fcom the No. 1 Gamp of Tuskaniye, the weight of each sack varying Between 

25X1X 4 kilograms. Csaap No. 2 was more productive, bub 
» fhe sacks of goid or 

hoth camps were loaded on a car and gent, with a guard of thee armed men, 

so Ust Omehuic (61009°N, 149038), where the central offices were located. 
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In addition to the forced laborers in these camps there were ordinary “ree 
workmen. These had formerly been exiles, but after the expiration of their 
sextence they stayed te work in the camps. They stayed for two reasong: 
first, beceuse they preferred staying there to going eleevhere in Russia, 
since life was so difficult in Russia; second, because the administration 
of the camps put various impediments in the way of leaving. Those exiles 
who decided voluntarily to remain at a caup signed agreements, usually of 
three years' duration, with the Soviet Government. They had two months’ 
leave each year. ‘They were peid a wage twice as high as that prevailing 
4n the USSR. The free laborers worked only eight hours a day anc received 
better food than the exiles. ‘They were usually paid once a month. 


In Duskentye the following offices, which were subordinate to Ust Omehuk, 

ware located: 

a. The office of the Director, @uliakov 

vb. The office of a Soviet Army captain 

c. The MUD office. There were three men, two of whom were Jews, in 
this office. : 

a. The headquerters of the guard, which was unter the command of a 
lieutenant. In Camp No. 1 the guard consisted of 50 soldiers who 
served there after signing an agreement with tho Soviet Government. 


Nat Omchuls 


OS 5 eee a eee, 
one day on his return. Ust Omchuk is 65 kilometers south of Avtobaza. 


Po 


It 13 the site of the administration of the various camps in the district. 

It has drugstores, woodworking shops, garages, municipal bullding, ware- 
houser for food, and MVD offices. The administration offices of Ust Omechuk 
are suvordinate to Magadan. The following diegram suggests the administration 
of the camps at Ust Omchuk: 
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: 
Vakhenke Vorochilovy Avtobaza 


a. The Pimosbenko Lacer: located 25 kilometers west of Avtobaza: opaned. 


ef: 12 kilometers south of Avtobaza; opened. in 2946. 


dD. pid’ eee a 22a AG 
Ts is a Heh old mine : q 


oc. The Redipney Lacer: located thres or four kilometers from the Komsomolsk 
Lager. Thig camp, which was opened an 1946, is also a rich gold vaino. ‘ 


a. IAyelovi Gold Mine: opened in 1939; the mine ie located about 60 im west 
of Srednikan; 8,000 exiles, Rugefane, Tatars, Uzbeks, and three Grecks, 
worked at thie mine when it first opened iu 193%. Taborers were assigned 


25X1X %0 two 8, numbered ). and 2. Deaths in thyse camps during the time 
aT. about 80 percent of the total number of 


laborers. OGhief of the camp was a Russian senior officer named Zyarov, 
who later transferred to the Pokriskina camp. The pits were opencd 

to a depth of nine meters with crow-bars and then dynamited. The deposit 
of gold-bearing ore was found at a depth of about elght meters. The vein . 
was 2 to 2.5 meters thick. Daily production per person was eet at 100 
grems. A few houses at this mine were occupied by geologists and en- 


gineere headed by Eotkaradya. : 
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2 . on this region the deposits 
of gold wera located about eight matte below the surface and were 
about three meters thick. Method of mining was the eame as that employed 
at Liyekevi. Director of the mine was Lazaros Zelnikev from Belgorod in 
the Eharkovy region. 


Faneta Gold Mine; This mine, opened in February 1943, could not be 
located ty informant. There were three camps at the mine, holding a 
total. of 15,000 laborers. This mine was richer in yield than tho 
Cheuria (Sauriat) mine. The vein of gold, about one or two meters 
thick, was located eight meters below the surface. 


Pamfilovelki Gold Mine: his mine is located eight miles east of the 

Papeta mine. It had only one camp, vhich held 3,000 laborers. The ore 

here was located about 12 meters below the surface. The ore dug from 

this mine was taken to the fachania wine. 

Fapeta mines had the same director, but 25X1X 
name. 


fachanis Gold Hine: This mino is 40 km west of the Papeta mine. The 
total number of laborers there was about 4,000. The vein of gold was 
ten metere belew the surface of the ground and was one meter thick. 
Zhe earth above the a was black and looked as if it hed recently 
been burned. daily production of gold at this mine varied 


. from 5 to 1,000 grams per day. This vein was the richest of all the 


veins in the area. The ore was transported from here to the Polriekina 
nine. 


Pokrisking Gold Mipe: This mine is 160 km east (7) of Ustnera. It 

had a total of four camps, each ‘holding 8,000 laborers. The digeing 

at this mine was done in galleries 22 to 32 meters below the surface 

of the ground. The total Length of the main gallery and the sub- 

galleries stemming from it was 15,000 metere (sic). The vein cf gold 

was very rich. The greatest quantity which in one day was 25X1X 
1.5 Kllograms. The gold wae mined with el pneumatic 

drills. [RR—jcannot estimate overall production. 25X1X 
that there were 150 special installations where gold was cleaned. 

Zach installation was capable of cleaning 35 kilograms ef gold a day. 

Sources dees not lmow to what place or by what means the refined gold 

was transported from the mine. The director of this mine wes Zrarov, 

who transferred from Liyekovi. 


Lezo Mine: At the Lazo mine in the Kolyma region, small amounts of 
gold and tin and large amounts of platimam are mined. The largest 


iece found at this mine weighed 1,100 grams. NM} 9 20X1X 
the total production of the mine. The unrefined 
25X1X ‘platinum ore is ahipped by air to Moscow. Each laborer hed to dig 13 


handcerts of earth every day in order to receive his food ration. 


Mining Methods 


8. In the mines described above in paragraph 74 ~ 74, the mining wes carried 


out 


@ 


in the following atages; 


Qnenine the pite: When the geologists and mining engineers had deter- 
mined the area or a section of the area where the vein was located, | 
the laborers were conducted hy armed soldiers to the spot and began 

the work of opsning the pits. The length of each pit was 1.90 meters; 
the width 1.20 meters. The depth varied according to the distances ef 
the vein below the surface. The pits were arranged in checkerboard 
pattern (sic), and the distance between them was usually 2.5 te 3 meters: 
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One hundred fifty to two hundred pite were usually opened in each 
place designated by the geologists. The laborers used no machines, 
but, as at Tuskaniye, did the work by hand with crowbars. 


Dynemitine the pits: After the pits were opened, three or four 
boxes of dynamite, each weighing 40 kilograms, were placed along 
one eide of the pit (along the same side in all the pits) according 
to the orders of the mining engineers. The boxes of dynamite were 
connected to one another by electric wires, and detonated simultans 
ously by electricity. A mound of dirt was raised at one side ty 
the explosion, and at the eame time one large pit five to ten meters deep 
vas created. 


Removal of esrth: After the pits were dyhamited and the dirt bdiogn 
to ono side, work was immediately begun on clearing away the earth 
from the large pit. This work wes done with machines and by hand 
tools. 


York rein: After the earth was cleared avay 

and. the poli-tearine vein Feached, laborers opened holes with crow- 
bars. These holes were 10 to 20 cm in diameter and as deep as the 
vein of gold. The holes were opened all-at once or gradually. 
according to the strength (sic) of the vein. Dynanite was again 
placed in the holes that had been opened (usually 800 grame in exch 
hole). fhe quantity was just enough to loosen the ore without blowing 
the dirt around. After the dynamite waa placed in the holes,it wae 
covered with dirt before detonation with a slow-burning fuse: seach 
hole was blown separately. 


Bas. b ‘ é After the oxplosion the large 
neeeett of gold vere colieated: Armed guards always stood on tho 
ram of the big pit and watched the work. The nuggets were immediately 
delivered to the toss of the section. The ore was then carried in 


- baskets or on Decauville cers to the washing installation. 


Heshinery Used 


The power~shovels used in the mines were of two types: American 
Diesel, and Russian steam shovele, burning wood and coal, whose 
shovels have a capacity of 1.5 cubic meters. In camp Ne.l of the 
Chauria mine, there were 20 power shovelea among the other machines. 


Diesel engines were used to thag the frozen earth. These were of 
American manufacture and could operate pneumatic drills, the weight 
of which was 13 ikllograms. [ER just how many of 
such machines there vere. 
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Periods of Work 


Gold was mined during June, July, August, September, October, November, 
and December. That wns the period when gold was actually removed from 
the vein of ore. During the first five months of the year, the prelin- 
inary work of digging pits, dynamiting, and clearing the earth was done. 
Work for the exiles wont on continuously twenty-four hours a day in two 
twelve-hour shifts. 


Ustnera, a town on the Indigirka River (probably where the Indigirkn 
and Nera Rivers meet), vas an advance supply base for food and machinery 
for the Priski (sic) camps. All the food and machinery were shipped to 
Ustnera from Magadan. At Ustnera there were about 1,000 houses used by 
workers who had been released from the campe and who continued temporarily 
to work in that district. Some of the houses were used to store food- 
stuffs and other materiel intended for the camps. The administrative 
offices of Ustnere were subordinate to the central offices of Magadan. 
Foodstuffs were sent from Magadan to Ustnera ty trucks, most of which 
were Studebakers, ZIS, and Pulmans (Pullmans?). ‘The latter are big 
trucks, each of which can poll two to four trailers with a total capacity 
up to 60 tons. 


Between Magadan and Ustnera there was_an intermediate base called Diligir, 
which Se locate exactly. QEMMMRoment: Probably Delyankyr 
63°50'N, 145°32'R,) It waa about 130 kilometers from Ustnera. The trip 


25X1A6@ trom Ustnera to Diligir (Delyankyr) required eight hours by road at e@ 


13. 


14, 


speed of 20 to 25 Icllometers an hour. Diligir lies on the left bank of 
the River Indigirka. Since there was no bridge there, materiel hai to be 
ferried across the river. It was precisely because transportation was 
held up by the lack of a bridge at this point that the base at Diligir 
was built. 


a. From Ulan Ude to Irkutsk along the line south of Lake Baikal there are 
37 tunnela. 


b. Informant saw formations-of Russian troops in Gagry in the Caucasus. 
He did not see as many troops on his whole journey from Sovetskaya 
Gavan to Moscow as he saw in Gagry. He cannot give any details as 
to units, etc., of the troops he eaw. 


o. War materiel was being transported from Tuapse in the Caucasus to 
Sukhumi. anks, cannon, etc., were being transported by rail. 


da. The trains from Sovetakaya Gavan to Moscow were filled with civilians, 
but the trains from Moscow to the Caucasus were almost exclusively 
occupied by troops not under arms, non-commissioned officers, and 
commiseioned officers. Phay were reportedly going to the Black Sea 
on leave. 


Yakbanke 


Vakhanke is about ten kilometers east of the River Dinga. There is a 
enall camp in Vakhanka which mines aluminum, tin, and lead. A plant 
located in YVakhankea grinds a petrified substance called in Ruesian 
“‘kastirik® (sic). The ground substance is placed in sacks weighing 50 
kilograms each and is sent to the Urale, where aluminum, tin, and lend 
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25X1X aro processed. MB ony othor details regarding pro- 
d@antion, exact destination, purpose, etc., but he says that beginning 
in 1943 exiles were not employed in Vakhania, but only free leborers. 


srtohese (Automobile Bane) 


15, Avtobaza lies about 50 kms west of Vakhanim, and 25 ime west of a bridge 
over the River Dinga. About 1,500 (most of them free laborers) were on- 
ployed there in tha garage. This garage has all the equiument necessary 
for any repairs to automobiles. The automobiles and tracks used in ali tue 
surrounding camps are brought to this garage for ne@intenancs and repairs. 
Avtobaza is in the administrative dietrict of Ust Onchulr. 
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There is an electric power plent in Avtobaga, built in 1946. The generator 

is powered by an American Diesel engine. Le rr a oe 25X1X 
capecity of this plant, but he says that it furnishes current to all the 

camps of the arra. The greatest diestence to which electric power 4g 
transmitted from this plant ie 50 kilometers. It does not furnish power 

te Uet Omekol, which has ite own electric plant. it was rumored, hoverer, 

that the power plant at Artobazea was to be enlarged go that it could 

tranenit power as far as 150 Kilometers awey. 


17, From Nagayevo to Nashodke informant travelled on the SS'Sovetakeya Latviye? 
The “Sovetekaya Latviya’ took 3,000 released exiles and ea load of *kastirik" 
from Nagayevo. Fhe Length of the trip was nine deys ani nights. 


25X1X 18. ea ke the point 
. whore it reaches the old railroad line between Tos and Khabarersk. 


The trip lasted 12 to 15 hours. the namo of the 25X1X 
point where the new railroad line joins tne o ne is elnaya. There 
22 a small railroad station there. many workaea at tho 25X1X 
station. Thay were buay Loading on railroad cars coal which came fron 
the coal mines in the vicinity. mim the namo of the = 25X1X 
coal mines nor how fer they are from the railroad station. The new rail- 
road line from Nekhodka to Tunelnaya ie single track. Ail along the line 

hare ore y gupll redlroad stations. There are no tunnels. Sinca 


ape 
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The personnel of the train on which he travelled was Sac Se ate Gre 
only. In Krasnoyarct: informant observed a train filled with organized 
units of the army going east. Ho saw other traing loaded with troops also 


going east. These units had fall equipment, including tanks. 
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